Chanticleer Time Line 
1978 First concert, held at Old Mission Dolores, San Francisco


1979 Performance at the Mayor's reception for the King Tut Exhibit in San Francisco


1980 Began touring regionally on Columbia Artists' Community Concerts roster; Opening concert appearance at Mass: A Festival with Robert Shaw, held in San Francisco


1981 First national and European concert tours 


1982 Released first commercial recording, Psallite! A Renaissance Christmas; First California Arts Council touring grant 


1983 First grant from the National Endowment for the Arts; Vienna debut at the Brahms-Saal with the Clemencic Consort 


1984 New York City debut at Alice Tully Hall; First San Francisco subscription series; Joseph Jennings named Music Director 


1985 Collaborated with Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra and the San Francisco Boys Chorus


1986 Established "Singing-in-the-Schools" educational outreach program; Commissioned works by 

William Hawley and Steven Sametz; First appearance on Minnesota Public Radio's St.Paul Sunday Morning 


1987 First appearances at the Salzburg Music Festival, the Stern Grove Festival, and the Plymouth Music Series


1988 10th Anniversary celebrations feature a 3-week summer festival of song in San Francisco 


1989 First sang Franz Biebl's Ave Maria in concert 


1990 West Coast premiere of Go For Broke, a madrigal comedy by Peter Schickele (a.k.a. PDQ Bach) 


1991 All 12 singers on full-time, year-round contracts; First appearance at the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival; First tour to Taiwan 


1992 Debut at the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam


1993 Start of Chen Yi's 3-year tenure as Composer-in-Residence; First tours to Austria, Hong Kong, and the Philippines


1994 Signed exclusive recording contract with Teldec Classics; First staged opera, Curlew River, played to sold-out houses in San Francisco 


1995 Sing We Christmas reached #6 on BILLBOARD's Classical chart; Chanticleer Endowment Foundation established; First tour to Japan 


1996 Appearances with the New York Philharmonic, performing selections from Lost in the Stars before 75,000 in Central Park; First appearance at the Tanglewood Music Festival 


1997 GRAMMY® nomination for Claire Fischer's arrangement of In the Still of the Night from Lost in the Stars; First tours to Australia and Sweden; Debuted in London, Paris, and Rome; Death of Founder and Artistic Director Louis Botto 


1998 Tour with period-instrument orchestra throughout the American Southwest and Mexico performing selections from Mexican Baroque and Matins for the Virgin of Guadalupe 


1999 Presented three sold-out concerts with guest artist Frederica von Stade in San Francisco; Christine Bullin joins Chanticleer as President and General Director; First performance in Israel, as well as the Festival 500 in Newfoundland 


2000 Colors of Love CD won GRAMMY® Award for Best Small Ensemble Performance (With or Without Conductor); Magnificat CD on BILLBOARD's Classical Chart for 15 weeks, reaching the #4 spot; First annual Youth Choral Festival, a day-long series of workshops and exchanges with the ensemble attended by 150 students from six Bay Area high schools, culminating in an evening concert performed before a capacity crowd


2001 U.S. tour with mezzo-soprano Frederica von Stade, including performances in New York, Boston, and Washington, DC; Released new Christmas CD for Teldec Classics with soprano Dawn Upshaw; First annual composer symposium, featuring a competition for student composers


2002 World premiere of Sir John Tavener's Lamentations and Praises at Stanford's Memorial Church in January; simultaneous release of recording; Subsequent performances in Boston and New York; One of only two official U.S. representatives at the International Choral Symposium in Minneapolis; Publication by Hinshaw Music of Chanticleer Silver Jubilee Anthology of Choral Music. Tour to Italy, Luxembourg and France in September; Fall release of Our American Journey, Chanticleer's 25th recording, to kick off celebrations of the ensemble's 25th anniversary; Christmas with Chanticleer broadcast 184 times on 122 public television stations across the country.


2003 Three-day Educational Residency at Bass Concert Hall, Fort Worth, TX; Jeeyoung Kim named 2003 Composer in Residence; Lamentations and Praises wins 2003 GRAMMY awards for Classical Best Contemporary Composition and Best Small Ensemble Performance (with or without Conductor); Release of Portrait CD in March; Tour to Europe includes debuts at the Barbican, London and Auditorio in Tenerife, Spain; Reunion concerts featuring current and former members on June 14 & 15, 2003; Fall release of Purcell recording with Capriccio Stravagante and tour to Japan and Taiwan. December 20 concert in inaugural season of Disney Concert Hall, Los Angeles


2004 Five-country European tour with stops in France, Austria, Germany, Sweden and the Netherlands (at Amsterdam's Concertgebouw). Release of How Sweet the Sound: Spirituals and Traditional Gospel Music featuring guest artist Bishop Yvette Flunder. First appearance at Macy's Passport in San Francisco and Los Angeles.


2005 First Central Valley Youth Choral Festival in Fresno. Collaboration in April with Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra on Cathedral of Toledo program, including several North American premieres. June World Premiere of Hildegard: A Measure of Joy directed by Francesca Zambello. September release of Sound in Spirit, a transcendent CD of sacred chant. Fall tour to Japan. 

2006 First Middle School Youth Choral Festival in San Francisco. Winter tour to Europe includes ensemble's debut in Vienna's Musikverein, returns to Amsterdam's Concertgebouw and Paris; visits to the three Baltic capitals and mainland Spain. 


2007 "And On Earth, Peace: A Chanticleer Mass" CD released and concert premiers to celebrate the life of Chanticleer’s founder, Louis Botto, at the tenth anniversary of his death. "Let It Snow" CD, a collection of popular Christmas carols, is also released.

2007 Joseph Jennings receives the Michael Korn Founders Award for Development of the Professional Choral Art from Chorus America

2008 Chanticleer & the Shanghai Quartet present world premiere of Chen Yi’s FROM THE PATH OF BEAUTY

2008 El Camino Real Tour & CD

2008 Chanticleer inducted into American Classical Music Hall of Fame
2009  Chanticleer celebrates its 30th season with Composer/Our Age, including pieces by Mason Bates, Shawn Crouch and Tarik O’Regan. 

2009 First Tour to China

2010 National Youth Choral Festival
